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Housingmaps.com





Google Maps Data isn’t 
Free...







Hacker Innovation

• Housingmaps.com was hacked by Paul 
Rademacher

• in his spare time!

• Technical Lead of Animation Tools, 
Dreamworks Animation

• Paul may have unwittingly hastened the 
destruction of the entire real estate industry 
with only 30 or 40 hours of work



Web 2.0 Theme:  
Information Remixing

• Taking previously disparate information 

• like Google Maps & Craigslist

• Opening them up

• And tying them together in a new, useful way









Hacker Innovation

• Del.icio.us was created by Joshua Schachter

• in his spare time!

• Quit his job after an initial round of funding

• Joshua may have unwittingly found a great way 
to organize huge amounts of information, 
making traditional Information Architecture 
techniques pale in comparison



Web 2.0 Theme: 
Architecture of Participation
• Taking one person’s activity

• like Josh bookmarking a web page

• Seeing what others are doing

• Aggregating most popular bookmarks to find 
increased value

• Collaborative filtering using tags









Web 2.0 Theme: 
Interfaces

• Application Interaction Interface
-often called User Interfaces or UIs

• Application Programming Interface
-often called APIs



Available APIs 

• Weather RSS feed

• Google maps

• Del.icio.us bookmarks

• Flickr pictures

• Amazon products

• Ebay auction items

• Hundreds of others...



New Questions 

• Who is in control of content?

• What information accessible via an API 
could you remix with your information to 
provide a better user experience? 
(think real estate and Google Maps)

• How can you create an architecture of 
participation for your users? 



Essence of Web 2.0

• Information Remixing
Multiple, open sources add value

• Architecture of Participation
Users add value

• Application Interfaces (APIs & AJAX)
Speeding up development & delivery

• Interaction Interfaces (UIs)
Providing new views for old information



UIE Research

• We blog: 
uie.com/brainsparks/

• Research articles: 
uie.com/articles/

• Upcoming Conference:
uie.com/events/uiconf/

• Contact:
jporter@uie.com




